HIST 879

Themes in Environmental History

Simon Fraser University
Summer 2025

Instructor: Dr Tina Adcock (tina.adcock@sfu.ca)
Meetings: Every other Wednesday, 2:00-3:30 pm, Zoom
Office hours: By appointment, AQ 6236/Zoom

Course description

This directed-readings course undertakes a selective examination of agricultural history in what is
presently British Columbia, focusing predominantly on the period of Euro-Canadian resettlement. It
places empirical case studies from agricultural British Columbia in conjunction with
historiographical and theoretical perspectives from adjacent literatures, including but not limited to
environmental history, rural history, social history/microhistory, and what might be called a new
critical global history of wine. You will critically engage with assigned material through biweekly
writing assignments, some of which will also ask you to creatively interpret themes and topics in the
history of agricultural British Columbia and to present it for a hypothetical public-facing audience.

Course objectives
By the end of this course, you will be able to
e Discuss and compare Indigenous, imperial, and settler colonial approaches to agriculture and
plant cultivation more broadly across time in what is presently British Columbia
e Discuss and assess the utility and merit of different scholarly approaches to the history of
agriculture, including environmental history, rural history, social history/microhistory, and
settler colonial studies
e Appraise how the new “critical global history of wine” might provide a possible model for a
future critical history of hop and beer production in British Columbia
e Practice and hone skills associated with public-facing scholarly writing, specifically the genre
of scholarly blog posts.

Course evaluation
Your final grade will be determined as follows:
Oral reflections on material ~ 14%

Reading responses x 3 24%
Blog posts x 3 54%
Brewing project 8%

Reading responses should critically engage with assigned materials from the relevant two-week
span (i.e., Weeks 1-2, 5-6, or 9-10, depending on the number of the response). You may choose to
foreground some key themes that span the readings; reflect on their arguments, methodologies, or
use of evidence/sources; compare certain elements of the readings; draw connections between their
content and the content of other weeks or courses, or current events/issues, et cetera.
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Responses should be roughly 500-750 words, minimum 1.5-line spacing, with pages numbered.
Please use Chicago-style footnotes or endnotes when citing from sources; a list of works cited is not
necessary. Responses are normally due Tuesday at 11:59 pm by email before the relevant
Wednesday meeting; see the exception made for Week 8 in the schedule below.

Blog posts should critically and creatively engage with information, ideas, stories, scholatly
approaches, and/or themes from the relevant unit. It is recommended that the post draw on
material in the last two weeks of each unit, to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of content
that will not otherwise be assessed through written work, but this is not mandatory.

Blog posts should be roughly 800—1200 words, minimum 1.5-line spacing, with pages numbered.
Use Chicago-style footnotes or endnotes when citing from sources; a list of works cited is not
necessary. You may include photographs, paintings, drawings, maps, or other media objects to
illustrate/enhance your text. Images should have captions with credits, rather than footnotes. Posts
are due Tuesday at 11:59 pm by email before the relevant Wednesday meeting.

For the brewing project, you will research and devise a recipe for beer that evidences some kind of
critical engagement with topics or themes from the course. You will also produce a “brewet’s
statement” outlining the nature of this critical engagement. The statement should be roughly 500—
750 words, minimum 1.5-line spacing, with pages numbered. Use Chicago-style footnotes or
endnotes when citing from sources; a list of works cited is not necessary. The brewer’s statement
and a sample of the beer will be due at the beginning of our last meeting, to be scheduled some time
during Week 13 of the semester.

When preparing written material for assessment, please keep in mind that the use of generative Al
models such as ChatGPT is not permitted in any capacity in this course.

Course schedule: readings, meetings, due dates
*UNIT 1: Histories of the Environment, the Rural, and the Agricultural, in BC and Beyond

Week 1 (May 14): An introduction to environmental history, (mostly) through dirt

e Read: Donald Worster, “Transformations of the Earth: Toward an Agroecological
Perspective in History,” Journal of American History 76, 4 (March 1990): 1087-1106

e Read: Ellen Stroud, “Does Nature Always Matter? Following Dirt Through History,” History
and Theory, theme issue 42 (December 2003): 7581

e Read: William Cronon, “The Uses of Environmental History,” Environmental History Review
17,3 (1993): 1-22

Week 2 (May 21): Indigenous engagements with lands, foods, and Others in BC
e Read: Leigh Joseph and Nancy J. Turner, “The Old Foods Are the New Foods!”: Erosion
and Revitalization of Indigenous Food Systems in Northwestern North America,” Frontiers in
Sustainable Food Systems 4:596237 (2020), https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2020.596237

e Read: Coll Thrush, “Vancouver the Cannibal: Cuisine, Encounter, and the Dilemma of
Difference on the Northwest Coast, 1774-1808,” Ethnobistory 58, 1 (Winter 2011): 1-35

e Read: Douglas Deur, Nancy |J. Turner, Clan Chief Adam Dick (Kwaxsistalla), Daisy Sewid-
Smith (Mayanilth), and Kim Recalma-Clutesi (Oqwilowgwa), “Subsistence and Resistance on



https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2020.596237

the British Columbia Coast: Kingcome Village’s Estuarine Gardens as Contested Space,” BC
Studies, no. 179 (Autumn 2013): 13-37

e MEET: 2:00-3:30 pm over Zoom
e SUBMIT: Reading response #1 (due Tuesday, May 20 @ 11:59 pm)

Week 3 (May 28): The rural in Canada and British Columbia; or, R.W. Sandwell Week

e Read: RW. Sandwell, “Notes toward a History of Rural Canada, 1870-1940,” in Socia/
Transformation in Rural Canada: Community, Cultures, and Collective Action, ed. John R. Parkins
and Maureen G. Reed (UBC Press, 2012), 2142

e Read: RW. Sandwell, “The Mountains” [chapter 5, 141-74] and “The Coast” [chapter 0,
175-216], in Canada’s Rural Majority: Household, Environment, and Economies, 1870—1940
(University of Toronto Press, 2016)

e Read: RW. Sandwell, “Introduction: Finding Rural British Columbia,” in Beyond the City
Limits: Rural History in British Columbia (UBC Press, 1998), 3—14

Week 4 (June 4): The (agricultural) resettlement of BC
e Read: Cole Harris with David Demeritt, “Farming and Rural Life,” in The Resettlement of
British Columbia: Essays on Colonialism and Geographical Change (UBC Press, 1997), 219—49
e Read: David Demeritt, “Visions of Agriculture in British Columbia,” BC Studies, no. 108
(Winter 1995-96): 29-59
e Read: John Thistle, “A Vast Inland Empire and the Last Great West: remaking society,

space, and environment in early British Columbia,” Journal of Historical Geography 37 (2011):
418-28

e MEET: 2:00-3:30 pm over Zoom
e SUBMIT: Blog post #1 (due Tuesday, June 3 @ 11:59 pm)

*UNIT 2: Cultures of Farming and Ranching in Settler Colonial BC

Week 5 (June 11): Farming/ranching through microhistory and biograph
e Read: Cole Harris, Ranch in the Slocan: A Biography of a Kootenay Farm, 1896—-2017 (Harbour
Press, 2018)
e Read: R'W. Sandwell, “History as Experiment: Microhistory and Environmental History,” in
Method and Meaning in Canadian Environmental History, ed Alan MacEachern and William |
Turkel (Nelson Education, 2009), 124-38

Week 6 (June 18): The culture, nature, and economy of fruit cultivation

e Read: Jason Patrick Bennett, “Apple of the Empire: Landscape and Imperial Identity in
Turn-of-the-Century British Columbia,” Journal of the Canadian Historical Association 9, 1
(1998): 63-92

e Read: David Dendy, “The Worm in the Apple: Contesting the Codling Moth in British
Columbia,” in Beyond the City Limits: Rural History in British Columbia, ed RW Sandwell (UBC
Press, 1998), 142-56

e Read: Ben Bradley and Jan Hadlaw, “Fruitleggers, Fruit Police, and British Columbia’s Black
Market in Orchard Fruit, 1935-1975,” Histoire sociale/ Social History 54, 111 (September 2021):
359-84



e MEET: 2:00-3:30 pm over Zoom
e SUBMIT: Reading response #2 (due Tuesday, June 17 @ 11:59 pm)
Week 7 (June 25): Race, agriculture, and horticulture

e Watch: Alejandro Yoshizawa and Wendy Phung, “Covered Roots: The History of
Vancouver’s Chinese Farms,” Chinese Canadian Stories, UBC (2012) [YouTube video,
22:50]

e Read: Nicole Yakashiro, “Daffodils and Dispossession: Nikkei Settlers, White Possession,
and Settler Colonial Property in Bradner, BC, 1914-51,” BC Studies, no. 211 (Autumn 2021):
49-78

e Read: Jane Komori, “The Canadian “War of the Two Sugars’ Homegrown Sugar Beets and
the Racial Stratification of Labour,” Historical Materialism: Research in Critical Marxist Theory 31,
3 (November 2023): 252-75

Week 8 (July 2): Claiming land from water

e Read: James Murton, “Creating Order: The Liberals, the Landowners, and the Draining of
Sumas Lake, BC,” Environmental History 13, 1 (2008): 92—125

e Read: Anne Dance, “Dikes, Ducks, and Dams: Environmental Change and the Politics of
Reclamation at Creston Flats, 1882-2014,” BC Studies, no. 184 (Winter 2014/15): 11-44

e Read: Nicholas Gandolfo-Lucia, “Infrastructure of Vulnerability, or, How the Fraser Valley
Flooded Twice,” Antipode: A Radical Journal of Geography 56, 5 (2024): 1623—41

e MEET: 2:00-3:30 pm over Zoom

e SUBMIT: Blog post #2 (due Wednesday July 2 @ 12:00 pm; date/time shifted because of
the statutory holiday on Tuesday, July 1)

*UNIT 3: Histories of Wine and Beer, in Vancouver and Beyond

Week 9 (July 9): New currents in wine history, 1
e Adrian Shubert and Marcel Martel, eds., “Settler Vines: Making and Consuming Wine in a
Globalizing World since 1850, Journal of the Canadian Historical Association 33, 2 (2023): 1-169
[selections]
e Kathleen A. Brosnan, ed., “Forum: Global Wine at the Intersection of Nature and Culture,”
Environmental History 29, 3 (July 2024): 52678 [selections]

Week 10 (July 16): New currents in wine history, 2
e Read: Julia Ornelas-Higdon, The Grapes of Conquest: Race, Labor, and the Industrialization of
California Wine, 1769—1920 (University of Nebraska Press, 2023) [selections]
e MEET: 2:00-3:30 pm over Zoom
e SUBMIT: Reading response #3 (due Tuesday, July 15 @ 11:59 pm)

Week 11 (July 23): Beer in Vancouver, 1

e Read: Robert A. Campbell, Si Down and Drink Y our Beer: Regulating 1 anconver’s Beer Parlours,
19251954 (University of Toronto Press, 2001) [selections]

Week 12 (July 30): Beer in Vancouver, 2
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e Read: Noelle Phillips, Brewmasters and Brewery Creek: A History of Craft Beer in 1 anconver, Then
and Now (Touchwood, 2024) [selections]

e MEET: 2:00-3:30 pm over Zoom
e SUBMIT: Blog post #3 (due Tuesday, July 29 @ 11:59 pm)

Week 13 (August 5-8): Wrap-up
e MEET: Date TBD

e SUBMIT: Brewing project sample and write-up (due at the beginning of our meeting this
week; date TBD)




