
HIST 432 / GEOG 432 
Winter is Coming! Canadian Environmental History in the 21st Century   

(Problems in Environmental History) 
 Simon Fraser University 

Summer 2025 
 

   
 

Meetings: Thursdays 11:30 am to 2:30 pm, WMC 3517 
Canvas: https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/90664 

 
Instructor: Dr Tina Adcock (she/her) 

Student office hours: By appointment, AQ 6236/Zoom 
 
 
Course description 
Environmental history might just be the most important type of history you’ve never heard of! It 
studies the many relationships between humans and nature in the past, including political, 
economic, intellectual, and cultural ones. It examines how people have imagined, understood, and 
interacted with the non-human world over time and across space—with animals, plants, minerals, 
microbes, landscapes, water bodies, and climates, for example. Environmental history further 
examines how non-human actors and forces have shaped the course of human history, both 
independently of human action (as in the case of volcanic eruptions or earthquakes) but also, and 
more frequently, as a result of human action. It argues that history is not made, and has never been 
made, by humans alone. Traditionally a field of study dominated by cis, straight, able-bodied white 
American men (and, more recently, women), environmental history has in recent years become 
increasingly diverse and international in nature. 

This seminar will introduce students to key concepts, methods, and issues in the field of 
environmental history. Its specific focus will be on historical humans, non-humans, and 
environments in the lands presently known as Canada, as well as the scholarly field devoted to their 
study. We’ll engage with environmental history (EH) as it has been written, thought about, and 
practiced recently in Canada, and as it is being envisioned or imagined for the future. We’ll begin by 
examining the intellectual architecture of this field, or how the environmental history of Canada has 
been told since 2000. We’ll then turn to some of the hottest topics of research in the 2020s, 
including animals, energy, environmental justice, and social or inclusive histories of human-
environment relations—ones that centre women, Black people, Indigenous people, and working-
class people. We’ll explore these topics and others through various media, including comic strips, 
feature-length documentaries, blog posts, and oral histories as well as scholarly articles, book 
chapters, and textbooks. 
 

https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/90664
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Course-level educational goals 
By the end of this course, you’ll be able to 

• Assess how human and non-human actors and factors have altered Canada’s environments 
in the past, and with what consequences 

• Discuss key historiographical and methodological issues in the field of environmental history 
with reference to course content 

• Discuss key themes, trends, and approaches in 21st-century scholarly research into 
Canadian environmental history 

• Appraise and evaluate the scholarly field of Canadian environmental history, as a whole and 
as represented in recent publications on agricultural and food history. 

 
How to contact Dr Adcock 
In all the undergraduate courses I teach, I prefer to be addressed as Dr Adcock or Professor Adcock. 
Since this is an upper-level course, however, you can use my first name (Tina) if you wish. 
 
I aim to respond to messages within 48 hours, except on weekends and holidays. You can email me 
at tina.adcock@sfu.ca. 
 
This semester, I’ll hold student office hours by appointment. You can either come by my office (AQ 
6236) or attend via Zoom.  
 
A link to my personal meeting room on Zoom is available on the course’s Canvas homepage. You 
may also join it directly from the Zoom application with meeting ID: 495 422 7039 and passcode: 
623662. You will be in a waiting room when you join. Once I’m ready, I’ll add you to the room, 
where we can communicate using video, audio, and/or chat as you prefer. 
 
Course structure 
Your regular weekly work for this course will consist of three tasks: 

• reading assigned material prior to each Thursday's meeting; 

• posting a critical reflection on assigned materials to the course’s Canvas discussion board no 
later than 9:30 am on Thursday; 

• attending and participating in a synchronous, in-person seminar on Thursday from 11:30 am 
to 2:20 pm, to which you should bring copies of assigned material. PDFs on a laptop or 
tablet are fine. 

 
Course materials 
There are no required texts for this course. All course materials are available on or linked to from 
the course’s Canvas website in the weekly modules. 
 
Course evaluation: an overview 
Your final grade will be determined as follows: 

Participation     20% 
Figuring-out-the-field essay   20% 

 Historiographical essay   30% 
 Reflecting-on-the-field essay   30%   

mailto:tina.adcock@sfu.ca
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Course evaluation: participation 
GEOG 432 / HIST 432 will be run as a seminar. As you may know, the word seminar comes from the 
Latin word seminarium, or “seed plot.” Seminars are for planting seeds, or ideas. Seeds can take the 
form of posing questions, working toward answers (individually and collectively), learning new 
information, listening to new perspectives, considering how information and perspectives might 
clash or contradict in ways that perhaps can’t be reconciled, reflecting on things that you don’t 
know or don’t (fully) understand, and reflecting on your own relationship to events and phenomena 
in the past and present. This is not an exhaustive list.  
 
I ask that you bring some seeds with you each week and be ready to help those, and those brought 
by other people, grow. There are two seed plots in this course—our meetings in person, and the 
discussion board on Canvas. Prior to most of our meetings, excepting weeks 1 and 13, you will be 
asked to post to that week’s discussion thread. Your post should engage critically with the week’s 
assigned materials in some way; I will provide instructions and potential prompts on Canvas. Taken 
cumulatively, these posts will also help you prepare to write the final assignment, in which you will 
reflect on what you have learned in this course and how this knowledge might inform the ways you 
move through the world in the future. 
 
I further ask that you approach our work together with patience, generosity, and respect for each 
other. We are all coming to this course with different responsibilities, needs, challenges, and 
circumstances that affect our ability to participate, in ways that are often not obvious to others. I 
hope that we can create a space for communal work and growth from which we all derive social 
and intellectual benefit, and to which we all feel comfortable contributing on a regular basis. 
 
Toward this end: 

• Please feel free to use laptops, tablets, and cell phones to store assigned readings, take 
notes, look up things, and so on during our meetings. Please also refrain from using such 
devices for non-course-related activities. 

• You are welcome to wear masks at our meetings nonetheless, especially if you suspect that 
you’re getting ill or are recovering from being ill. 

 
General policies regarding participation 
I’ll take attendance at each meeting. You can miss one meeting without notice or explanation, and 
without penalty. 
 
If you have to miss more than one meeting, please let me know. It may be possible to excuse 
further absences on medical or compassionate grounds. Please do not attend class if you have 
symptoms of contagious illness.  
 
If I am not well enough to teach in person, I may hold a synchronous class on Zoom during our 
regular meeting time. If I am not well enough to teach at all, I may cancel class that day. I will let 
you know about any such cancellation and any alternative plans as soon as possible using the 
Announcements feature on Canvas. 
 
How participation will be assessed 
I will assess participation using a rubric provided on Canvas. Here’s a summary of its key points: 
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• Attendance and punctuality 
o participating regularly in class activities and discussions in person and online 
o arriving on time to class 

• Preparation 
o demonstrating familiarity with and critical understanding of assigned readings  
o making concrete references to material and using relevant, specific examples from 

material in assigned readings 

• Quality of contributions 
o asking questions that clarify content or encourage further discussion 
o making comments that are insightful, original, and analytical 
o making connections between assigned readings and other course materials 

• Collegial engagement 
o making regular contributions to class discussions and activities 
o actively listening to and engaging respectfully and supportively with other students’ 

contributions 
o incorporating the ideas of others into your contributions and building constructively 

upon them. 
 
At the end of the semester, you will assess your own participation in this course, using a form I will 
provide. This will allow you to tell me about aspects of your participation that might not be as easy 
for me to see, and to reflect on the grade that you believe your participation in this course merits. I 
will take these self-assessments into account when determining your final grade for participation. 
 
Course evaluation: assignments 
You will be asked to submit three assignments in this course. Detailed guides for each will be 
available shortly in the Assignments section of the course website. In brief, however: 

• The first assignment will ask you to engage with select readings and websites related to 
Canadian environmental history and to make some critical arguments about this field of 
scholarly inquiry since 2000. This essay should be 4–6 pages long and will be due on Friday, 
June 6th at 11:59 pm. 

• The second assignment will be a historiographical essay, in which you will analyze a body of 
recently published literature on rural, agricultural, and food history in Canada. You will 
choose peer-reviewed articles and book chapters from a list that I will provide. This essay 
should be about 6–8 pages long and will be due on Friday, July 11th at 11:59 pm. 

• The third assignment will be a critical reflection on what you have learned over the course of 
the semester about relations between humans and nature in the place presently known as 
Canada. You will draw exclusively on course materials; no extra reading will be required. This 
essay should be about 6–8 pages long and will be due on Friday, August 8th at 11:59 pm. 

 
Policies regarding assignments 
Please save your assignments as .docx or .pdf files and submit them through the relevant 
assignment page on Canvas. Please ensure that your name, the date, and a creative, descriptive title 
is included on the assignment’s first page. A separate title page is not necessary, although you may 
include one if you wish. Please also number the pages of assignments. I reserve the right to ask you 
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to revise and resubmit an assignment if any of these elements are missing from your initial 
submission. 
 
Regarding due dates: 

• There are no late penalties in this course. My goal is to ensure that you have the time and 
space you need to successfully complete the requirements of this course amidst the 
demands of other courses, jobs, personal obligations, and life in general. 

• If you will not be submitting an assignment on time, you must email me at least 24 hours 
before its Friday due date. We can then discuss and mutually agree upon a new due date. 

• Assignments submitted late without prior notice may or may not be accepted, at my 
discretion. It’s no problem if you need to hand in assignments late. I simply ask that you let 
me know that you plan to do so. This helps me schedule and better manage my grading for 
this course, including returning feedback to you in a timely fashion. 

• The latest date that I will accept and grade each assignment, unless we have made prior 
arrangements, is as follows: 

o Figuring-out-the-field essay: Thursday, July 10 @ 11:59 pm 
o Historiographical essay: Thursday, August 7 @ 11:59 pm 
o Reflecting-on-the-field essay: Friday, August 15 @ 11:59 pm. 

  
Academic honesty 
If you already knew everything there was to know about Canadian environmental history in the 
twenty-first century, there would be no need for you to take this course! You will encounter new 
information about and interpretations of historical relationships between humans and the non-
human world in what is currently Canada throughout the semester. You will then be asked to use 
and build on this material in course assessments. 
 
When you incorporate information from sources or the ideas, words, or phrases of other people 
into your own written work, you need to acknowledge from where you have taken this material. 
Failing to do so constitutes plagiarism, which SFU defines as “presenting the work of another person 
as your own.” Plagiarism is one form of academic dishonesty. At SFU, it can have repercussions 
ranging from a grade of zero on an assignment or in a course to suspension or expulsion from the 
university. 
 
To avoid plagiarism, you must cite material correctly and regularly in your written work. The 
assignments for this course require Chicago-style citation, which involves the use of footnotes or 
endnotes and a bibliography. If you quote directly from a source, you need to enclose that material 
in quotation marks and provide a citation that includes the page number(s) where it can be found in 
the relevant source. If you re-state a source’s information or ideas in your own words (a practice 
known as paraphrasing), you do not need to use quotation marks, but you should still cite the 
source as the origin of that material. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about how to cite material properly as you work on an 
assignment, please contact me before you submit it. The SFU Library guide to avoiding plagiarism is 
also extremely helpful. 
 

https://www.sfu.ca/students/calendar/2021/summer/fees-and-regulations/student-contract/academic-honesty.html
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student/s10-01.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/academic-integrity/plagiarism
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The most common kind of plagiarism I see as an instructor is unintentional. It takes the form of a 
practice called patchwriting. This is where a student has attempted to paraphrase someone else's 
words, but winds up producing a sentence that follows the sentence structure and language of the 
original material too closely. This webpage offers a good summary of patchwriting, with some 
examples. 
 
Other forms of academic dishonesty include resubmitting work that you have already submitted for 
credit in another course and obtaining content for your written work from an online writing service 
or from a writing tutor.  
 
The use of generative AI models such as ChatGPT is not permitted in this course. If I believe that you 
may have used ChatGPT to help produce an assignment, I may ask you to provide evidence of 
original and independent thinking. These can include notes on readings, essay outlines, or other 
such materials that you may have created in the early stages of writing an assignment. Please save 
copies of all such materials until the end of the semester. 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that you understand exactly what constitutes academic dishonesty 
at SFU. Here are some resources you might find helpful in doing so: 

• Using Generative AI as a Student and, more generally, the Academic Integrity pages on the 
Student Services website; 

• the Student Academic Integrity Policy (SAIP) in the Policy Gazette; 

• Forms of Academic Dishonesty and Misconduct (schedule A of the SAIP); 

• Student Academic Integrity Procedure in potential cases of dishonesty/misconduct. 
 

If you would like guidance in developing and improving your academic writing skills, the Student 
Learning Commons offers various kinds of support, outlined here. SFU also offers services for 
students who speak English as an additional language, including assistance with academic writing. 
 
Instructional support 
I am here to help you succeed in this course. Please don't hesitate to get in touch with me and ask 
for assistance or advice if you feel you need it. 
 
If you have one or more disabilities that require formal academic accommodations, please ensure 
that you are registered with the Centre for Accessible Learning.  
 
Whether or not you are registered with CAL, please don't hesitate to get in touch if you have any 
difficulties engaging with any part of this course. I am committed to making my courses as 
accessible as possible, which I understand may sometimes involve informal or individualized 
accommodations. 
 
Course schedule at a glance 
Here is a week-by-week schedule of course topics, assigned readings, and due dates. Please note 
that this is subject to change during the semester. If I make changes to this schedule or, indeed, any 
other component of this course, I will notify you as soon as possible. 
 
Week 1: Environmental history in Canada (May 15) 

https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/15986/pages/3-dot-4-patchwriting?module_item_id=176270
https://www.sfu.ca/students/academicintegrity/UsingGenerativeAI.html
https://www.sfu.ca/students/academicintegrity.html
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student/s10-01.html
http://www.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/policies/files/students/S10.01_ScheduleA.pdf
http://www.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/policies/files/students/S10.01_Procedures.pdf
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/about/branches-depts/slc/writing
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/about/branches-depts/slc/eal
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• No assigned readings this week. 
 
Week 2: Sowing the field of 21st-century Canadian environmental history (May 22) 

• Readings: 
o Laurel Sefton MacDowell, “Introduction,” in An Environmental History of Canada 

(2012) [7 pgs] 
o Alan MacEachern, “An Introduction, in Theory and Practice,” in Method and Meaning 

in Canadian Environmental History (2009) [7 pgs] 
o James Murton, “Introduction,” in Canadians and Their Natural Environment: A 

History (2021) [10 pgs] 
o Colin M. Coates and Graeme Wynn, “Introduction,” in The Nature of Canada (2019) 

[21 pgs] 
 
Week 3: Award-winning work of the 2020s (May 29) 

• Readings: 
o Brittany Luby, “Introduction: Looking Out from Anishinaabe Territory” and 

“Conclusion: So That Our Next Generation Will Know,” in Dammed: The Politics of 
Loss and Survival in Anishinaabe Territory (2020) [27 pgs] 

o Colleen Campbell and Tina Loo, “Making Tracks: A Grizzly and Entangled History,” in 
Traces of the Animal Past (2022) [34 pgs] 

o Andrew Watson, “Introduction” and “Conclusion,” in Making Muskoka: Tourism, 
Rural Identity, and Sustainability, 1870–1920 (2023) [30 pgs] 

 
Week 4: Winter is coming! Climate and seasonality (June 5) 

• Readings: 
o Blair Stein, “Is It Cold in Canada? Three Ways to Answer,” The Otter~La loutre (blog), 

Network in Canadian History and Environment (NiCHE), September 28, 2015 [5-min 
read]  

o Erin Spinney, “‘The Hardships he labours under… in that severe Climate’: 
Environment, Seasonality, and British Military Operations in Northern Temperate 
North America 1756–1814,” Papers in Canadian History and Environment (2024) [46 
pgs] 

o Daniel Macfarlane, “Furs, Sleighs, Iceboats, Empires: Settler Adaptation to Climate 
Change around Lake Ontario during the Little Ice Age,” The Otter~La loutre (blog), 
NiCHE, December 14, 2023 [9-min read] 

o Josh MacFadyen, “Cold Comfort: Firewood, Ice Storms, and Hypothermia in Canada,” 
The Otter~La loutre (blog), NiCHE, January 5, 2014 [12-min read] 

 
Friday, June 6 @ 11:59 pm: Figuring-out-the-field essay due 
 
Week 5: Parks, part 1 (June 12) 

• Readings: 
o Sean Kheraj, “Restoring Nature: Ecology, Memory, and the Storm History of 

Vancouver’s Stanley Park,” Canadian Historical Review (2007) [36 pgs] 

https://niche-canada.org/2015/09/28/is-it-cold-in-canada-three-ways-to-answer/
https://niche-canada.org/2023/12/14/furs-sleighs-iceboats-empires-settler-adaptation-to-climate-change-around-lake-ontario-during-the-little-ice-age/
https://niche-canada.org/2023/12/14/furs-sleighs-iceboats-empires-settler-adaptation-to-climate-change-around-lake-ontario-during-the-little-ice-age/
https://niche-canada.org/2014/01/05/cold-comfort-firewood-ice-storms-and-hypothermia/
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o John Sandlos, “Nature’s Playgrounds: The Parks Branch and Tourism Promotion in 
the National Parks, 1911–1929,” in A Century of Parks Canada, 1911–2011 (2011) 
[26 pgs] 

o Jessica M. DeWitt, “Parks For and By the People: Acknowledging Ordinary People in 
the Formation, Protection, and Use of State and Provincial Parks,” in Environmental 
Activism on the Ground (2019) [26 pgs] 

 
Week 6: Parks, part 2: Race, class, and exclusion (June 19) 

• Readings: 
o Theodore (Ted) Binnema and Melanie Niemi, “‘Let the Line Be Drawn Now’: 

Wilderness, Conservation, and the Exclusion of Aboriginal People from Banff 
National Park in Canada,” Environmental History (2006) [27 pgs] 

o Meg Stanley and Tina Loo, “Getting into Hot Water: Racism and Exclusion at Banff 
National Park,” The Otter~La loutre (blog), NiCHE, August 26, 2020 [14-min read] 

o Alan MacEachern, “Restricted Clientele! Everyday Racism in Canadian National 
Parks,” The Otter~La loutre (blog), NiCHE, September 9, 2020 [7-min read] 

 
Week 7: Animals (June 26) 

• Readings: 
o Jennifer Bonnell, “Occupational Hazards: Honeybee Labour as an Interpretive Device 

in Animal History,” in Traces of the Animal Past: Methodological Challenges in Animal 
History (2022) [24 pgs]  

o Jason Colby, “Cetaceans in the City: Orca Captivity, Animal Rights, and Environmental 
Values in Vancouver,” in Animal Metropolis: Histories of Human-Animal Relations in 
Urban Canada (2017) [24 pgs] 

o Teja Sosteric, “Turning the Tide: A Queer Look at the Orca,” The Otter~La loutre 
(blog), NiCHE, July 8, 2024 [14-min read] 

 
Week 8: Fisheries (July 3) 

• Readings: 
o Jack Bouchard, “Fishwork Is for the Birds: Humans and Birds in the Sixteenth-Century 

Northwest Atlantic,” Environmental History (2024) [26 pgs] 
o Benjamin Bryce, “Japanese Exclusion and Environmental Conservation in the BC 

Salmon Fisheries, 1900–1930,” Western Historical Quarterly (2022) [26 pgs] 
o Mercedes Peters, “Settler Forgetting in Saulnierville: The Sipekne’katik Mi’kmaw 

Fishery as Reminder,” The Otter~La loutre (blog), NiCHE, October 19, 2020 [12-min 
read] 

 
Week 9: Energy, part 1: Hydro (July 10) 

• Readings: 
o Daniel Macfarlane, “Dam Nation: Hydroelectric Developments in Canada,” The 

Otter~La Loutre (blog), NiCHE, September 12, 2016 [11-min read] 
o Philip van Huizen, “Building a Green Dam: Environmental Modernism and the 

Canadian-American Libby Dam Project,” Pacific Historical Review (2010) [36 pgs] 

https://niche-canada.org/2020/08/26/getting-into-hot-water-racism-and-exclusion-at-banff-national-park/
https://niche-canada.org/2020/08/26/getting-into-hot-water-racism-and-exclusion-at-banff-national-park/
https://niche-canada.org/2020/09/09/race-revisited-in-canadian-national-parks/
https://niche-canada.org/2020/09/09/race-revisited-in-canadian-national-parks/
https://niche-canada.org/2024/07/08/a-queer-look-at-the-orca/
https://niche-canada.org/2020/10/19/settler-forgetting-in-saulnierville-the-sipeknekatik-mikmaw-fishery-as-reminder/
https://niche-canada.org/2020/10/19/settler-forgetting-in-saulnierville-the-sipeknekatik-mikmaw-fishery-as-reminder/
https://niche-canada.org/2016/09/12/dam-nation-hydroelectric-developments-in-canada/
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o Daniel Macfarlane and Andrea Olive, “Whither Wintego: Environmental Impact 
Assessment and Indigenous Opposition in Saskatchewan’s Churchill River 
Hydropower Project in the 1970s,” Canadian Historical Review (2021) [26 pgs] 

 
Friday, July 11 @ 11:59 pm: Historiographical essay due 
 
Week 10: Energy, part 2: Oil and gas (July 17) 

• Readings: 
o Sean Kheraj, “A History of Oil Spills on Long-Distance Pipelines in Canada,” Canadian 

Historical Review (2020) [31 pgs] 
o Rosanna Cyr, “Pollution and Public Relations: Finding Precedents of Canadian Climate 

Denial in the Imperial Oil Archives,” The Otter~La Loutre (blog), NiCHE, November 1, 
2024 [18-min read] 

o Jeff Manuel, “The Women Who Would Not Tolerate Any Slander Against Alberta’s Oil 
Industry,” The Otter~La Loutre (blog), NiCHE, May 30, 2024 [8-min read] 

o Kate Beaton, “Ducks” (2014) [5-part web comic] 
 
Week 11: Environmentalism & sustainable development (July 24) 

• Readings: 
o Kevin Brushett, “From the Grassroots: The Company of Young Canadians, Local 

Activism, and Sustainable Development in Canada, 1965-1975,” Papers in Canadian 
History and Environment (2020) [38 pgs] 

o John-Henry Harter, “Histories of Environmental Coalition Building in British 
Columbia: Using History to Build Working-Class Environmentalism,” Labour/Le 
Travail (2022) [20 pgs] 

o Cyrus Mody, “Maurice Strong, Conspiracy Theories, and the Pitfalls of Environmental 
Diplomacy,” The Otter~La loutre (blog), NiCHE, May 21, 2024 [13-min read]  

 
Week 12: Mining & environmental justice (July 31) 

• Readings: 
o Mica Jorgenson and John Sandlos, “Dust versus Dust: Aluminum Therapy and Silicosis 

in the Canadian and Global Mining Industries,” Canadian Historical Review (2021) [25 
pgs] 

o John Sandlos and Arn Keeling, “Toxic Legacies, Slow Violence, and Environmental 
Injustice at Giant Mine, Northwest Territories,” Northern Review (2016) [15 pgs] 

o Caitlynn Beckett, “Beyond remediation: Containing, confronting, and caring for the 
Giant Mine Monster,” Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space (2021) [24 pgs] 

 
Week 13: Where next? / Wrap-up (August 7) 

• No assigned readings this week, to give you time to work on your final assignment. 
 
Friday, August 8 @ 11:59 pm: Reflecting-on-the-field essay due 

https://niche-canada.org/2024/11/01/pollution-and-public-relations-finding-precedents-of-canadian-climate-denial-in-the-imperial-oil-archives/
https://niche-canada.org/2024/11/01/pollution-and-public-relations-finding-precedents-of-canadian-climate-denial-in-the-imperial-oil-archives/
https://niche-canada.org/2024/05/30/the-women-who-would-not-tolerate-any-slander-against-albertas-oil-industry/
https://niche-canada.org/2024/05/30/the-women-who-would-not-tolerate-any-slander-against-albertas-oil-industry/
https://beatonna.tumblr.com/post/81993262830/here-is-a-sketch-comic-i-made-called-ducks-in
https://niche-canada.org/2024/05/21/maurice-strong-conspiracy-theories-and-the-pitfalls-of-environmental-diplomacy/
https://niche-canada.org/2024/05/21/maurice-strong-conspiracy-theories-and-the-pitfalls-of-environmental-diplomacy/

