
HIST 428 
People, Polar Bears, Pipelines: A History of the Arctic 

(Problems in the Social and Economic History of Canada) 
 Simon Fraser University 

Summer 2024 
 

 
 

Meetings: Fridays 9:30 am–12:20 pm, WMC 2503 
Canvas: https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/84688  

 
Instructor: Dr Tina Adcock (she/her) 

Office hours: By appointment, in person at AQ 6236 or via Zoom 
 
Course description 
As global warming accelerates and polar ice melts, the Arctic is fast becoming a hot topic of 
conversation worldwide. Canada is a circumpolar country with sizable arctic territories, yet most 
people living in Canada have never been north of sixty. This course introduces students to the 
recent human and environmental history of the Canadian North, focusing principally on the 
Northwest Territories, the Yukon, and Nunavut. Inuit, Dene, Métis, and other Indigenous voices and 
perspectives will be foregrounded, but we’ll listen to and learn from historical non-Indigenous 
visitors, sojourners, and settlers as well. 

We will examine key social themes and transformations in this region, including cross-
cultural trade, Christianization, and modernization. We’ll learn how people have behaved toward 
and understood northern environments by studying different cultural traditions of renewable and 
non-renewable resource use, environmental knowledge, and adaptation to environmental change. 
We’ll analyze conflicting, even radically divergent accounts of events in Arctic history, told through 
various media. Finally, we’ll explore the multiple, often contradictory “ideas of North” that  Euro-
Canadian peoples have constructed over the last few centuries. This will require critical reflection 
on our positionality as residents of southern Canada, and on the colonialism and white supremacy 
undergirding historical and contemporary representations of Canada as a “northern” nation. 
 
Course-level educational goals 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 

• Assess the causes and consequences of major social transformations in the Canadian North 
from multiple perspectives 

• Appraise how and why different actors and institutions have altered northern Canadian 
environments, and with what consequences 

• Compare and contrast disparate representations of key northern historical events 

https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/84688
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• Critically evaluate “ideas of North,” and suggest how they arise from and affect individual 
and structural relationships between northern and southern Canada 

• Practice and hone the skills of interpreting, evaluating, and synthesizing primary and 
secondary sources in various formats. 

 
How to contact Dr Adcock 
In all the undergraduate courses I teach, I prefer to be addressed as Dr Adcock or Professor Adcock. 
Since this is an upper-level course, however, you can use my first name (Tina) if you wish. 
 
I aim to respond to messages within 48 hours, except on weekends and holidays. You can email me 
at tina.adcock@sfu.ca. 
 
This semester, I’ll hold student office hours by appointment. You can either come by my office (AQ 
6236) or attend via Zoom.  
 
A link to my personal meeting room on Zoom is available on the course’s Canvas homepage. You 
may also join it directly from the Zoom application, using meeting ID: 495 422 7039 and passcode: 
623662. You will be in a waiting room when you join. Once I’m ready, I’ll add you to the room, 
where we can communicate using video, audio, and/or chat as you prefer. 
 
Course structure 
Your regular weekly work for this course will consist of three tasks: 

• reviewing assigned material prior to each Friday’s meeting; 

• posting a critical reflection on assigned material to the course’s Canvas discussion board no 
later than 8:00 am on the day of the relevant meeting, except during weeks in which 
assignments are due; 

• attending and participating in a synchronous, in-person seminar on Friday from 9:30 am to 
12:20 pm, to which you should bring copies of assigned material. PDFs on a laptop or tablet 
are fine. 

 
Course materials 
There are no required texts for this course. All course materials are available on or linked to from 
the course’s Canvas website in the weekly modules. 
 
Course evaluation: an overview 
Your final grade will be determined as follows: 

Participation     20% 
 Critical reflection #1 (oral history)  20% 
 Historiographical essay   30% 
 Critical reflection #2 (the North & you)  30% 
  
Course evaluation: participation 
HIST 428 will be run as a seminar. As you may know, the word seminar comes from the Latin word 
seminarium, or “seed plot.” Seminars are for planting seeds, or ideas. Seeds can take the form of 
posing questions, working toward answers (individually and collectively), learning new information, 

mailto:tina.adcock@sfu.ca
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listening to new perspectives, considering how information and perspectives might clash or 
contradict in ways that perhaps can’t be reconciled, reflecting on things that you don’t know or 
don’t (fully) understand, and reflecting on your own relationship to events and phenomena in the 
past and present. This is not an exhaustive list. 
 
I ask that you bring some seeds with you each week and be ready to help those, and those brought 
by other people, grow. There are two seed plots in this course—our meetings in person, and the 
discussion board on Canvas. Prior to most of our meetings, excepting week 1 and the three weeks—
5, 9, and 13—when assignments are due, you will be asked to post to that week’s discussion thread. 
Your post should engage critically with the week’s assigned material in some way; I will provide 
instructions and potential prompts on Canvas. Taken cumulatively, these posts will also help you 
prepare to write the final assignment, in which you will review what you have learned in this course 
and reflect on what that knowledge could mean for you going forward. 
 
I further ask that you approach our work together with patience, generosity, and respect for each 
other. These qualities are important at the best of times; they matter all the more in the wake of a 
pandemic. We are all coming to this course with different responsibilities, needs, challenges, and 
circumstances that affect our ability to participate, in ways that are often not obvious to others. I 
hope that we can create a space for communal work and growth from which we all derive social 
and intellectual benefit, and to which we all feel comfortable contributing on a regular basis. 
 
Toward this end: 

• Please feel free to use laptops, tablets, and cell phones to store assigned readings, take 
notes, look up things, and so on during our meetings. Please also refrain from using such 
devices for non-course-related activities. 

• Wearing masks on campus is no longer required, but you are very welcome to wear masks 
at our meetings nonetheless. 

 
General policies regarding participation 
I’ll take attendance at each meeting. You can miss one meeting without notice or explanation, and 
without penalty. 
 
If you have to miss more than one meeting, please let me know. It may be possible to excuse 
further absences on medical or compassionate grounds. Please do not attend class if you have 
symptoms of contagious illness.  
 
If I am not well enough to teach in person, I may hold a synchronous class on Zoom during our 
regular meeting time. If I am not well enough to teach at all, I may cancel class that day. I will let 
you know about any such cancellation and any alternative plans as soon as possible using the 
Announcements feature on Canvas. 
 
How participation will be assessed 
I will assess participation using a rubric provided on Canvas. Here’s a summary of its key points: 

• Attendance and punctuality 
o participating regularly in class discussions and activities 
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o arriving on time to class 

• Preparation 
o demonstrating familiarity with and critical understanding of assigned readings  
o making concrete references to material and using relevant, specific examples from 

material in assigned readings 

• Quality of contributions 
o asking questions that clarify content or encourage further discussion 
o making comments that are insightful, original, and analytical 
o making connections between assigned readings and other course materials 

• Collegial engagement 
o making regular contributions to class discussions and activities 
o actively listening to and engaging respectfully and supportively with other students’ 

contributions 
o incorporating the ideas of others into your contributions and building constructively 

upon them. 
 
At the end of the semester, you will assess your own participation in this course, using a form I will 
provide. This will allow you to tell me about aspects of your participation that might not be as easy 
for me to see, and to reflect on the grade that you believe your participation in this course merits. I 
will take these self-assessments into account when determining your final grade for participation. 
 
Course evaluation: assignments 
You will be asked to submit three assignments in this course. Detailed guides for each will be 
available in the Assignments section of the course website. In brief, however: 

• The first assignment will be a critical reflection upon a recently published oral history by 
Leslie McCartney and the Gwich’in Tribal Council, Our Whole Gwich’in Way of Life Has 
Changed (Polynya Press/University of Alberta Press, 2020). The book is accessible online 
through the SFU Library. You will be asked to read the foreword, the introduction, and four 
chapters, three of which will be oral histories of your choosing. This essay should be 4–6 
pages long and will be due on Friday, June 7th at 11:59 pm. 

• The second assignment will be a historiographical essay. You will analyze a body of recent 
literature either on a) medicine, northern Indigenous peoples, and colonialism in twentieth-
century Canada, or b) radioactivity and risk to human, animal, and environmental well-being 
in northern Canada in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. You will choose 
peer-reviewed articles from a list that I will provide. This essay should be about 8 pages long 
(+/- 2 pages is fine) and will be due on Friday, July 5th at 11:59 pm. 

• The third assignment will be a critical reflection on what you have learned over the course 
of the semester, and how it has changed both your understanding of northern Canada and 
your relationship to the North as a resident of southern Canada. This essay should be about 
6–8 pages long and will be due on Friday, August 2nd at 11:59 pm. 

 
Policies regarding assignments 
Please save your assignments as .docx or .pdf files and submit them through the relevant 
assignment page on Canvas. Please ensure that your name, the date, and some kind of descriptive 
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title is included on the assignment’s first page. A separate title page is not necessary, although you 
may include one if you wish. Please also number the pages of assignments. I reserve the right to ask 
you to revise and resubmit an assignment if any of these elements are missing from your initial 
submission. 
 
Regarding due dates and their extension: 

• Assignments are subject to a “long weekend grace” extension. Each is due on a Friday at 
11:59 pm. However, you may submit them up until the following Monday at 11:59 pm (or, in 
the case of the third assignment, the following Tuesday at 11:59 pm) without explanation, 
documentation, or penalty.  

• If you require more than a long weekend’s grace on any assignment, please email me at 
least 12 hours before its Friday due date. We will then discuss and mutually agree upon a 
new due date.  

• There are no late penalties in this course. My goal is to ensure that you have the time and 
space you need to successfully complete the requirements of this course amidst the 
demands of other courses, jobs, personal obligations, and whatever surprises life may 
bring. It’s no problem if you need to hand in assignments late, but please let me know that 
you plan to do so. This helps me schedule and better manage my work for this course. 

  
Academic honesty 
If you already knew everything there was to know about the history of northern Canada, there 
would be no need for you to take this course! You will encounter new information about and 
interpretations of this region’s past in sources assigned throughout the semester, and you will be 
asked to use and build on this material in course assessments. 
 
When you incorporate information from sources or the ideas, words, or phrases of other people 
into your own written work, you need to acknowledge from where you have taken this material. 
Failing to do so constitutes plagiarism, which SFU defines as “presenting the work of another person 
as your own.” Plagiarism is one form of academic dishonesty. At SFU, it can have repercussions 
ranging from a grade of zero on an assignment or in a course to suspension or expulsion from the 
university. 
 
To avoid plagiarism, you must cite material correctly and regularly in your written work. The 
assignments for this course require Chicago-style citation, which involves the use of footnotes or 
endnotes and a bibliography. If you quote directly from a source, you need to enclose that material 
in quotation marks and provide a citation that includes the page number(s) where it can be found in 
the relevant source. If you re-state a source’s information or ideas in your own words (a practice 
known as paraphrasing), you do not need to use quotation marks, but you should still cite the 
source as the origin of that material. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about how to cite material properly as you work on an 
assignment, please contact me before you submit it. The SFU Library guide to avoiding plagiarism is 
also extremely helpful. 
 

https://www.sfu.ca/students/calendar/2021/summer/fees-and-regulations/student-contract/academic-honesty.html
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student/s10-01.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/academic-integrity/plagiarism
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The most common kind of plagiarism I see as an instructor is unintentional. It takes the form of a 
practice called patchwriting. This is where a student has attempted to paraphrase someone else ’s 
words, but winds up producing a sentence that follows the sentence structure and language of the 
original material too closely. This webpage offers a good summary of patchwriting, with some 
examples. 
 
Other forms of academic dishonesty include resubmitting work that you have already submitted for 
credit in another course and obtaining content for your written work from an online writing service 
or from a writing tutor.  
 
The use of generative AI models such as ChatGPT is not permitted in this course. If I believe that you 
may have used ChatGPT to help produce an assignment, I may ask you to provide evidence of 
original and independent thinking. These can include notes on readings, essay outlines, or other 
such materials that you may have created in the early stages of writing an assignment. Please save 
copies of all such materials until the end of the semester. 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that you understand exactly what constitutes academic dishonesty 
at SFU. Here are some resources you might find helpful in doing so: 

• Using Generative AI as a Student and, more generally, the Academic Integrity pages on the 
Student Services website; 

• the Student Academic Integrity Policy (SAIP) in the Policy Gazette; 

• Forms of Academic Dishonesty and Misconduct (schedule A of the SAIP); 

• Student Academic Integrity Procedure in potential cases of dishonesty/misconduct. 
 

If you would like guidance in developing and improving your academic writing skills, the Student 
Learning Commons offers various kinds of support, outlined here. SFU also offers services for 
students who speak English as an additional language, including assistance with academic writing. 
  
Instructional support 
I am here to help you succeed in this course. Please don't hesitate to get in touch with me and ask 
for assistance or advice if you feel you need it. 
 
If you have one or more disabilities that require formal academic accommodations, please ensure 
that you are registered with the Centre for Accessible Learning. Whether or not you are registered 
with CAL, please don't hesitate to get in touch if you have any difficulties accessing or otherwise 
engaging with any part of this course. 
 
Course schedule at a glance 
Here is a week-by-week schedule of course topics, assigned readings and audiovisual materials, and 
due dates. This is subject to change during the semester. If I make changes to this schedule or, 
indeed, any other component of this course, I will notify you as soon as possible. 
 
Week 1: Where is the North? (May 10) 

• No assigned readings this week. 
 

https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/15986/pages/3-dot-4-patchwriting?module_item_id=176270
https://www.sfu.ca/students/academicintegrity/UsingGenerativeAI.html
https://www.sfu.ca/students/academicintegrity.html
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student/s10-01.html
http://www.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/policies/files/students/S10.01_ScheduleA.pdf
http://www.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/policies/files/students/S10.01_Procedures.pdf
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/about/branches-depts/slc/writing
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/about/branches-depts/slc/eal
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Week 2: Ideas of North (May 17) 

• Read: Carl Berger, “The True North Strong and Free,” in Canadian Culture: An Introductory 
Reader (1997) [20 pgs] 

• Read: S.D. Grant, “Myths of the North in the Canadian Ethos,” Northern Review (1989) [27 
pgs] 

 
Week 3: Whales, Inuit, & whalers (May 24) 

• Read: Karen Routledge, “‘The Desolate Shores of a Frozen Zone’: American Whalers in 
Cumberland Sound, 1851–68,” in North by Degree (2013) [39 pgs] 

• Read: Frédéric Laugrand and Jarich Oosten, “The Whale, Representing the Whole,” in 
Hunters, Predators and Prey (2014) [34 pgs] 

 
Week 4: The Klondike (May 31)—Meeting at Room 7200, Bennett Library 

• Read: Julie Cruikshank, “Images of Society in Klondike Gold Rush Narratives: Skookum Jim 
and the Discovery of Gold,” Ethnohistory (1992) [22 pgs] 

• Read: Charlene Porsild, “The Thrill of the Chase: Miners and Other Labouring People in 
Dawson,” in Gamblers and Dreamers (1998) [39 pgs] 

 
Week 5: Shamanism & Christianity (June 7) 

• Read: Jarich Oosten, Frédéric Laugrand, and Cornelius Remie, “Perceptions of Decline: Inuit 
Shamanism in the Canadian Arctic,” Ethnohistory (2006) [33 pgs] 

• Read: Peter Geller, “Pictures of the ‘Arctic Night’: Archibald Lang Fleming and Missionary 
Messages of the North,” in Northern Exposures (2004) [34 pgs] 

• SUBMIT: Critical reflection #1 (due 11:59 pm via Canvas) 
 
Week 6: Knowing animals (June 14) 

• Read: John Sandlos, “Landscaping Desire: Poetics, Politics in the Early Biological Surveys of 
the Canadian North,” Space & Culture (2003) [21 pgs] 

• Read: Paul Nadasdy, “‘It’s Not Really Knowledge At All, It’s More a Way of Life,’” in Hunters 
and Bureaucrats (2003) [54 pgs] 

 
Week 7: Exploration & sovereignty (June 21)—Meeting at the Vancouver Maritime Museum (TBC) 

• Read: Excerpts from P. Whitney Lackenbauer and Shelagh D. Grant, eds., “The Adventurous 
Voyage”: St Roch and the Northwest Passage, 1940–42 and 1944 (2019) [69 pgs] 

• Read: Deborah Kigjugalik Webster, “Unrecognized: The Wives and Children of Inuit Special 
Constables” (2019) [2 pgs] 

   
Week 8: Militarizing the North (June 28) 

• Read: Daniel Chester Forest Sims, “Balloon Bombs, the Alaska Highway, and Influenza: 
Tsek’ehne Perspectives on the 1943 Flu Epidemic,” BC Studies (2019) [20 pgs] 

• Read: P. Whitney Lackenbauer and Matthew Farish, “The Cold War on Canadian Soil: 
Militarizing a Northern Environment,” Environmental History (2007) [31 pgs] 

 
 



 8 

Week 9: Mining bodies & communities (July 5) 

• Read: George Blondin, When the World Was New: Stories of the Sahtu Dene (1990) [2 pgs] 

• Listen: “Deline and the Bomb” (CBC radio documentary, 2008) [14:29] 

• Read: John Sandlos and Arn Keeling, “Toxic Legacies, Slow Violence, and Environmental 
Injustice at Giant Mine, Northwest Territories,” Northern Review (2016) [15 pgs] 

• Read: John Sandlos, “‘A Mix of the Good and the Bad’: Community Memory and the Pine 
Point Mine,” in Mining and Communities in Northern Canada (2015) [29 pgs] 

• SUBMIT: Historiographical essay (due 11:59 via Canvas) 
 
Week 10: High modernism goes North (July 12) 

• Read: Tina Loo, “Hope in the Barrenlands: Northern Development and Sustainability’s 
Canadian History,” in Ice Blink (2017) [38 pgs] 

• Read: Norma Dunning, “Reflections of a disk-less Inuk on Canada’s Eskimo identification 
system,” Études Inuit Studies (2012) [18 pgs] 

• Read: Ad Astra Comix, “Dogs” (2015) [comic strip] 
 
Week 11: Oil, gas, & self-determination (July 19) 

• Read: Paul Sabin, “Voices from the Hydrocarbon Frontier: Canada’s Mackenzie Valley 
Pipeline Inquiry (1974–1977),” Environmental History Review (1995) [32 pgs] 

• Read: Excerpts from Thomas R. Berger, Northern Frontier, Northern Homeland (1977) [13 
pgs] 

• Watch: Dene Chief Frank T’Seleie testifies before Justice Berger (CBC archival footage, 1975) 
[5:46] 

 
Week 12 (July 26)—No meeting this week; Dr Adcock will be away 
 
Week 13: The future North (and South) (August 2) 

• Read (optional): Morgan Moffitt, Courtney Chetwynd, and Zoe Todd, “Interrupting the 
Northern Research Industry: Why Northern Research Should Be in Northern Hands,” 
Northern Public Affairs (2016) [6 pgs] 

• Read (optional): Chloe Dragon Smith and Robert Grandjambe, “To Wood Buffalo National 
Park, with love,” Briarpatch Magazine (2020) [14-min read] 

• SUBMIT: Critical reflection #2 (due 11:59 via Canvas). 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/deline-and-the-bomb-1.3182194
https://web.archive.org/web/20230607025428/https:/adastracomix.com/2015/03/25/introducing-dogs-a-new-ad-astra-comix-original/
https://youtu.be/pohp-gYL1I0

