
HIST 204 
The Social History of Canada 

 Simon Fraser University 
Summer 2023 

 

 
 

Lectures: Tuesdays 10:30 am–12:20 pm, WMC 3220 
Tutorials: Tuesdays 1:30–2:20 pm (D101) and 2:30–3:20 pm (D102), AQ 4115 

Canvas: https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/77687  
 

Instructor: Dr Tina Adcock (she/her) 
Office hours: Wednesdays 1:30–2:30 pm (AQ 6236/Zoom) & by appointment (Zoom) 

 
Course description 
HIST 204 offers a selective survey of nineteenth- and twentieth-century Canadian history through 
the lens of social history. Often described as history “from below” or “from the bottom up,” social 
history has traditionally aimed to recover the experiences of non-elite members of society, 
including (but not limited to) women; members of the working class; 2SLGBTQIA+ people; and Black 
people, Indigenous peoples, and people of colour.  

To avoid being overwhelmed by the sheer scope of this historical project, we will focus upon 
a handful of social spaces in which people have lived, worked, and played over the last two 
centuries in the country presently known as Canada. We will learn how these spaces materially and 
imaginatively shaped how people conducted their lives, what kinds of choices they were able to 
make, and what effects their actions had on others and on the times in which they lived.  

As we move through these spaces, we’ll encounter some key concepts used by social 
historians. These include the intersecting categories of gender, race, and class, which people have 
understood and performed differently in different times and places. We’ll also encounter different 
kinds of sources and consider how social historians work with various records and objects to glean 
information and build arguments about the past.  
 
Course-level educational goals 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 

• Describe how specific social spaces shaped everyday historical experiences in what is 
presently Canada 

• Identify different expressions of gender, race, and class across time and space, and situate 
them in their historical and cultural contexts 

• Practice critically reading and analyzing primary and secondary historical sources. 

https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/77687
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How to contact Dr Adcock 
I aim to respond to messages within 48 hours, except on weekends and holidays. You can email me 
at tina.adcock@sfu.ca. 
 
This semester, I will hold a hybrid, drop-in student office hour on Wednesdays between 1:30 and 
2:30 pm. You can either come by my office (AQ 6236) or attend via Zoom. If you choose the latter 
option, you can join the meeting directly using the link on the course’s Canvas homepage, or 
through the Zoom application with meeting ID: 495 422 7039 and passcode: 623662. You will be in 
a waiting room when you join. Once I’m ready, I’ll add you to the room, where we can communicate 
using video, audio, or chat as you prefer. 
 
If you are unable to attend the scheduled student office hour, please contact me to set up an 
alternative time and date to meet. Meetings by appointment will generally take place on Zoom and 
will use the same Zoom link as regular office hours. 
 
Course structure 
Your regular weekly work for this course will consist of three tasks: 

• reading assigned material prior to each Tuesday’s meeting; 

• attending and participating in a synchronous, in-person lecture on Tuesday from 10:30 am 
to 12:20 pm; 

• attending and participating in a synchronous, in-person tutorial on Tuesday afternoon, to 
which you should bring copies of assigned material. PDFs on a laptop or tablet are fine. 

 
Course materials 
You will need to acquire a copy of one of the following books in order to complete the second 
assignment:  

• David H.T. Wong. Escape to Gold Mountain: A Graphic History of the Chinese in North 
America. Vancouver: Arsenal Pulp Press, 2012. 

• Kassandra Luciuk and nicole marie burton. Enemy Alien. Toronto: Between the Lines, 2020. 
 
Both books are available at the SFU Bookstore. You can also order copies directly from the 
publishers, on third-party bookseller websites such as Amazon or abebooks.com, or from your local 
independent bookstore. Escape to Gold Mountain is also available as an ebook on various platforms 
(e.g., Kobo, the Kindle store on Amazon.com). Finally, you can check your local public library for 
copies: for example, the Vancouver Public Library and Burnaby Public Library each have multiple 
copies of Escape to Gold Mountain. If you are having trouble finding a copy of your chosen 
book, please let me know and we will figure a solution out together. 
 
All other readings and course materials are available on or linked to from the course’s Canvas 
website in the weekly modules. 
 
Course evaluation: an overview 
Your final grade will be determined as follows: 

Participation    10% 
Rural diary assignment  20%  

mailto:tina.adcock@sfu.ca
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Graphic novel assignment  35% 
 Final open-book exam   35% 
 
Course evaluation: participation 
We all come to this course via different paths. In lectures and especially in tutorials, you’ll have the 
opportunity to think and talk about how the historical case studies we encounter resemble, or 
depart from your own experiences of living in this country (and perhaps other countries, too). You’ll 
also be able to bring to our discussions relevant material you’ve encountered in other courses or 
through other means. What we learn from each other enriches our collective explorations in and 
engagements with Canadian social history. Connecting with each other on a weekly basis will, I 
hope, also help reduce the isolation, stress, and burnout that all too often seems to accompany 
teaching and learning during a pandemic. 
 
I ask that you approach our work together with patience, generosity, and respect for each other. 
These qualities are important at the best of times; they matter all the more after three years of a 
pandemic. We are all coming to this course with different responsibilities, needs, challenges, and 
circumstances that affect our ability to participate, in ways that are often not obvious to others. I 
hope that we can create a space for discussion from which we all derive social and intellectual 
benefit, and to which we all feel comfortable contributing on a regular basis. 
 
Toward this end: 

• Please feel free to use laptops, tablets, and cell phones to store assigned readings, take 
notes, look up things, and so on during our meetings. Please also refrain from using such 
devices for non-course-related activities. 

• Wearing masks on campus is no longer required, but you are very welcome to wear masks in 
lectures and/or tutorials nonetheless. 

 
General policies regarding participation 
Attendance will be taken in tutorials, but not in lectures. You can miss one tutorial without notice or 
explanation, and without penalty.  
 
If you have to miss more than one tutorial, please let me know. It may be possible to excuse further 
absences on medical or compassionate grounds. Please do not attend lectures or tutorials if you 
have symptoms of contagious illness. Lecture slides and scripts will be posted after each week’s 
meeting, so you will be able to review this content at your leisure once you are feeling better. 
 
If I am not well enough to teach in person, I may hold a synchronous lecture and/or synchronous 
tutorials on Zoom during the scheduled times for these meetings. If I am not well enough to teach 
at all, I may cancel lecture and/or tutorials altogether. I will let you know about any such 
cancellation and any alternative plans as soon as possible using the Announcements feature on 
Canvas.  
 
There are content warnings associated with some course material, which I will make clear on those 
weeks’ overview pages on Canvas. If you have concerns about engaging with such material, please 
contact me. We can work out an alternative way for you to participate that week. 
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If you have any concerns more generally about your ability to regularly attend or participate in 
synchronous, in-person lectures and tutorials, please get in touch with me as soon as possible. 
 
How participation will be assessed 
I will assess participation using a rubric provided on Canvas. Here is a summary of its key points: 

• Attendance and punctuality 
o participating regularly in lectures and tutorials 
o arriving on time to lectures and tutorials 

• Preparation 
o demonstrating familiarity with and critical understanding of assigned readings 
o making concrete references to material and using relevant, specific examples from 

material in assigned readings 

• Quality of contributions 
o asking questions that clarify content or encourage further discussion 
o making comments that are insightful, original, and analytical 
o making connections between assigned readings and other course materials 

• Collegial engagement 
o making regular contributions to tutorials 
o actively listening to and engaging respectfully and supportively with other students’ 

contributions 
o incorporating the ideas of others into your contributions and building constructively 

upon them. 
 
Near the end of the semester, you will assess your own participation in this course, using a form I 
will provide. This will allow you to tell me about aspects of your participation that might not be as 
easy for me to see, and to reflect on the grade that you believe your participation in this course 
merits. I will take these self-assessments into account when determining your final grade for 
participation. 
 
Course evaluation: assignments 
You will complete two written assignments in this course. Detailed guides for each are available in 
the Assignments section of the course website.  
 
The first assignment gives you the opportunity to grapple with and critically interpret an important 
type of primary source for social historians: the personal diary. You will be offered a choice of 
several diaries written by nineteenth-century people living in what is now Canada. These are all 
available in digitized form in the Rural Diary Archive at the University of Guelph Library. You will be 
asked to reflect upon questions of authorship, purpose, audience, and social and communal 
identities and values, using your chosen diary as a case study. This paper should be 4–6 pages 
long and will be due on Tuesday, June 6th at 11:59 pm. 
 
For your second assignment, you will analyze a graphic novel about a specific aspect of Canadian 
social history: either Chinese peoples’ immigration to and experiences in Canada, or the internment 
of Ukrainians during the First World War. In addition, you will be asked to read several scholarly 
sources on the same topic, and to compare and contrast the treatment of your chosen topic in 
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academic and popular texts. You will also be asked to assess the benefits and drawbacks of 
presenting and disseminating the insights of Canadian social history in this somewhat 
unconventional form. This paper should be about 8 pages long and will be due on Tuesday, July 
11th at 11:59 pm. 
 
Policies regarding assignments 
Please save your assignments as .docx or .pdf files and submit them through the relevant 
assignment page on Canvas. Please ensure that your name, the date, and some kind of descriptive 
title is included on the assignment’s first page. A separate title page is not necessary, although you 
may include one if you wish. Please also number the pages of assignments. 
 
Regarding deadlines and their extension: 

• Assignments are subject to a “three-day grace” policy. You can submit them up to three 
days late without explanation, documentation, or penalty. Because each is due on a Tuesday 
at 11:59 pm, that means you may submit them up until Friday at 11:59 pm of that same 
week. 

• If you require more than three days’ grace on any assignment, please email me at least 24 
hours before the due date. We will then discuss alternate arrangements, including a new, 
mutually agreed-upon deadline.  

• There are no late penalties for assignments in this course. My goal is to ensure that you 
have the time and space you need to successfully complete the requirements of this course 
amidst the demands of other courses, jobs, personal obligations, and life during a 
pandemic. It’s no problem if you need to hand in assignments late, but please let me know 
that you plan to do so. This helps me schedule and better manage my work for this course. 

 
Course evaluation: final exam 
This course will conclude with a open-book, take-home final examination, which will consist of a 
mixture of short and long essay questions. These will test your comprehension and mastery of 
course material and will ask you to apply what you have learned to a fictional real-world scenario. 
You may draw from any course materials when answering questions, such as lectures, readings 
(including those related to assignments), films, and any other sources or handouts provided to you 
during the term. I will provide more details about the exam later in the semester. 
 
The exam will be released on Canvas the morning of Wednesday, August 2nd. It will be due on 
Wednesday, August 9th at 11:59 pm. 
 
The three-day grace extension policy does not apply to this exam. If you have concerns about your 
ability to submit your exam on time, please contact me as early as possible. 
 
Academic honesty 
If you already knew everything there was to know about Canadian social history, there would be no 
need for you to take this course! You will encounter new information about and interpretations of 
Canada’s past in sources assigned throughout the semester, and you will be asked to use and build 
on this material in course assessments. 
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When you incorporate information from sources or the ideas, words, or phrases of other people 
into your own written work, you need to acknowledge from where you have taken this material. 
Failing to do so constitutes plagiarism, which SFU defines as “presenting the work of another person 
as your own.” Plagiarism is one form of academic dishonesty. At SFU, it can have repercussions 
ranging from a grade of zero on an assignment or in a course to suspension or expulsion from the 
university. 
 
To avoid plagiarism, you must cite material correctly and regularly in your written work. The 
assignments for this course require Chicago-style citation, which involves the use of footnotes or 
endnotes and a bibliography. If you quote directly from a source, you need to enclose that material 
in quotation marks and provide a citation that includes the page number(s) where it can be found in 
the relevant source. If you re-state a source’s information or ideas in your own words (a practice 
known as paraphrasing), you do not need to use quotation marks, but you should still cite the 
source as the origin of that material. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about how to cite material properly as you work on an 
assignment, please contact me before you submit it. The SFU Library guide to avoiding plagiarism is 
also extremely helpful. 
 
The most common kind of plagiarism I see as an instructor is unintentional. It takes the form of a 
practice called patchwriting. This is where a student has attempted to paraphrase someone else's 
words, but winds up producing a sentence that follows the sentence structure and language of the 
original material too closely. This webpage offers a good summary of patchwriting, with some 
examples. 
 
Other forms of academic dishonesty include resubmitting work that you have already submitted for 
credit in another course and obtaining content for your written work from an online writing service 
(including AI models such as ChatGPT) or from a writing tutor.  
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that you understand exactly what constitutes academic dishonesty 
at SFU. Here are some resources you might find helpful in doing so: 

• the Academic Integrity pages on the Student Services website; 

• the Student Academic Integrity Policy (SAIP) in the Policy Gazette; 

• Forms of Academic Dishonesty and Misconduct (schedule A of the SAIP); 

• Student Academic Integrity Procedure in potential cases of dishonesty/misconduct. 
 

If you would like guidance in developing and improving your academic writing skills, the Student 
Learning Commons offers various kinds of support, outlined here. SFU also offers services for 
students who speak English as an additional language, including assistance with academic writing. 
  
Instructional support 
I am here to help you succeed in this course. Please don't hesitate to get in touch with me and ask 
for assistance or advice if you feel you need it. Please don't hesitate, either, to come to the student 
office hour just for a chat. These are stressful times, and sometimes it can just be nice to connect 
with someone else. 

https://www.sfu.ca/students/calendar/2021/summer/fees-and-regulations/student-contract/academic-honesty.html
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student/s10-01.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/academic-integrity/plagiarism
https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/15986/pages/3-dot-4-patchwriting?module_item_id=176270
https://www.sfu.ca/students/academicintegrity.html
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student/s10-01.html
http://www.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/policies/files/students/S10.01_ScheduleA.pdf
http://www.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/policies/files/students/S10.01_Procedures.pdf
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/about/branches-depts/slc/writing
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/about/branches-depts/slc/eal
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If you have one or more disabilities that require formal academic accommodations, please ensure 
that you are registered with the Centre for Accessible Learning. Whether or not you are registered 
with CAL, please don't hesitate to get in touch if you have any difficulties accessing or otherwise 
engaging with any part of this course. 
 
Course schedule at a glance 
Here is a week-by-week schedule of course topics, assigned readings, and due dates. This is subject 
to change during the semester. If I make changes to this schedule or, indeed, any other component 
of this course, I will notify you as soon as possible. 
 
Week 1: What is social history? (May 9) 

• Read: James Opp and John C. Walsh, “Introduction: Situating Canadian Social History” 
[excerpt], in Home, Work and Play (2015) [7 pgs] 

• Read: Arthur Erickson, “Simon Fraser University,” in The Architecture of Arthur Erickson 
(1977) [5 pgs] 

 
Week 2: The court (May 16) 

• Read: Sandy Ramos, “‘A Most Detestable Crime’: Gender Identities and Sexual Violence in 
the District of Montreal, 1803–1843,” Journal of the Canadian Historical Association (2001) 
[22 pgs] 

 
Week 3: The tavern (May 23) 

• Read: Julia Roberts, “‘A Mixed Assemblage of Persons’: Race and Tavern Space in Upper 
Canada,” Canadian Historical Review (2002) [16 pgs] 

 
Week 4: The farm (May 30) 

• Read: Catherine Anne Wilson, “Reciprocal Work Bees and the Meaning of Neighbourhood,” 
Canadian Historical Review (2001) [19 pgs] 

 
Week 5: The residential school (June 6)  

• Read: Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, “Introduction,” in Honouring the 
Truth, Reconciling for the Future (2015) [22 pgs] 

• SUBMIT: Rural diary assignment (due 11:59 pm via Canvas) 
 

Week 6: Chinatown(s) (June 13) 

• Read: Patrick A. Dunae et al., “Making the Inscrutable, Scrutable: Race and Space in 
Victoria’s Chinatown, 1891,” BC Studies (2011) [30 pgs] 

   
Week 7: Forests & mines (June 20) 

• Read: ONE of the following. Your choice! 
o Ian Radforth, “The Shantymen” [excerpt], in Labouring Lives (1995) [33 pgs] 
o Charlene Porsild, “The Scarlet Ladder,” in Gamblers and Dreamers (1998) [38 pgs] 
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Week 8: Factories & offices (June 27) 

• Read: ONE of the following. Your choice! 
o Jeremy Stein, “Time, space and social discipline: factory life in Cornwall, Ontario, 

1867–1893,” Journal of Historical Geography (1995) [22 pgs] 
o Kate Boyer, “‘Miss Remington Goes to Work’: Gender, Space and Technology at the 

Dawn of the Information Age,” The Professional Geographer (2004) [11 pgs] 
 
Week 9: The park (July 4) 

• Read: Tina Loo and Meg Stanley, “Getting into Hot Water: Racism and Exclusion at Banff 
National Park,” The Otter~La loutre (2020) [blog post] 

  
Week 10: The playing field (July 11) 

• Read: Shannon Jette, “Little/Big Ball: The Vancouver Asahi Baseball Story,” Sport History 
Review (2007) [12 pgs] 

• SUBMIT: Graphic novel assignment (due 11:59 pm via Canvas) 
 
Week 11: The bedroom (July 18) 

• Read: Kristin Hall, “Selling Sexual Certainty? Advertising Lysol as a Contraceptive in the 
United States and Canada, 1919–1939,” Enterprise & Society (2013) [28 pgs] 

 
Week 12: The kitchen (July 25) 

• Read: Ian Mosby, “Speak, Recipe: Reading Cookbooks as Life Stories,” ActiveHistory.ca 
(2012) [blog post] 

• Read: Ian Mosby, “The Forgotten Parts of Food Culture: Unpaid Labour and Drudgery,” 49th 
Shelf (2015) [blog post] 

 
Week 13: What is social history? Looking back, and looking forward (August 1) 

• There are no assigned readings this week. 
 
After our last meeting 

• SUBMIT: Final take-home exam (due Wednesday, August 9 at 11:59 pm) 


