HIST 200

Terry Fox: The Last Canadian Hero?
(Making History: Introduction to Historical Research)
Simon Fraser University
Summer 2024

Meetings Tuesdays 11:30 am—2:20 pm, BLU 10031
Canvas https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/84692

Instructor Dr Tina Adcock (she/her)
Office hours by appointment, in person at AQ 6236 or via Zoom

Course description

This seminar focuses on Terry Fox, a Port Coquitlam resident and SFU student who became
known nation-wide in 1980 through his ultra-Marathon of Hope to raise money for cancer
research. Widely celebrated and commemorated in popular culture since his death in 1981, he
has received relatively little attention from historians. That’s where you come in!

In this course, you'll learn about histories of sport, disability, celebrity, masculinity,
nationalism, Indigeneity, and commemoration, all of which will help you make sense of Fox’s life,
times, and legacy. At the same time, you’ll learn how to make history: how to ask good questions,
find and analyze sources, take notes, construct arguments, and write for specific audiences. We’'ll
consider some philosophical questions, too. Why study history? How should studying history
make us feel? What do we do when we can’t study or write the histories we want, or in the ways
we want to?

Course-level educational goals
By the end of this course, you will be able to
e Describe key aspects of Terry Fox’s life and legacy;
e Analyze Terry Fox’s life and legacy using various thematic lenses and
disciplinary/theoretical approaches;
e Practice and hone skills associated with locating, assessing, analyzing, and working
honestly with primary, secondary, and tertiary sources;
e Practice and hone skills associated with writing a research essay in the discipline of
History;
e Reflect critically upon your personal practices of researching and writing academic
essays.

How to contact Dr Adcock
Please note: when | teach undergraduate courses, | prefer to be addressed as Dr Adcock or
Professor Adcock.


https://canvas.sfu.ca/courses/84692

| aim to respond to messages within 48 hours, except on weekends and holidays. You can email
me at tina.adcock@sfu.ca.

This semester, I'll hold student office hours by appointment. You can either come by my office
(AQ 6236) or attend via Zoom. A link to my personal meeting room on Zoom is available on the
course’s Canvas homepage. You may also join it directly from the Zoom application, using
meeting ID: 495 422 7039 and passcode: 623662. You will be in a waiting room when you join.
Once I’'m ready, I'll add you to the room, where we can communicate using video, audio, and/or
chat as you prefer.

Course structure
Your regular weekly work for this course will consist of two tasks:
e reading assigned material prior to each Tuesday’s meeting;
e attending and participating in a synchronous, in-person meeting on Tuesday from 11:30—
2:20 pm, to which you should bring copies of assigned material. PDFs on a laptop or
tablet are fine.

Our meetings will involve some mini-lectures, some skills-based workshops, some small- and
large-group discussions and other activities, and some solo work on activities or toward
assignments. The exact proportion of these will vary from week to week.

Course materials
There are no required texts for this course. All course materials will be made available on, or
linked to from the course’s Canvas website in the weekly modules.

Course evaluation: an overview
Your final grade will be determined as follows:

Participation 20%
Research essay in stages
Topic/annotated bibliography 15%
Draft thesis statement/outline 15%
Presentation of findings 10%
Final research essay 40%

Course evaluation: participation

We all come to this course via different paths. During our meetings, you’ll have the opportunity
to think and talk about how historians conduct research, including how you, as a historian in
training, have done so. Through the lens of Terry Fox, you’ll be led to reflect on how his
experiences growing up in the Lower Mainland and attending SFU resemble or depart from your
own experiences. You’'ll also be able to bring to our discussions relevant material you've
encountered in other courses, or through other means. What we learn from each other enriches
our collective explorations in and engagements with late twentieth-century Canadian history, via
the lens of Terry Fox, and with the work of historical research.
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| ask that you approach our work together with patience, generosity, and respect for each other.
These qualities are important at the best of times; they matter all the more in the wake of a
pandemic. We are all coming to this course with different responsibilities, needs, challenges, and
circumstances that affect our ability to participate, in ways that are often not obvious to others. |
hope that we can create a space for communal work and growth from which we all derive social
and intellectual benefit, and to which we all feel comfortable contributing on a regular basis.

Toward this end:

e Please feel free to use laptops, tablets, and cell phones to store assigned readings, take
notes, look up things, and so on during our meetings. Please also refrain from using such
devices for non-course-related activities.

e Wearing masks on campus is no longer required, but you are very welcome to wear
masks at our meetings nonetheless.

General policies regarding participation
I'll take attendance at each meeting. You can miss one meeting without notice or explanation,
and without penalty.

If you have to miss more than one meeting, please let me know. It may be possible to excuse
further absences on medical or compassionate grounds. Please do not attend class if you have
symptoms of contagious illness.

If  am not well enough to teach in person, | may hold a synchronous class on Zoom during our
regular meeting time. If | am not well enough to teach at all, | may cancel class that day. | will let
you know about any such cancellation and any alternative plans as soon as possible using the
Announcements feature on Canvas.

How participation will be assessed
| will assess participation using a rubric provided on Canvas. Here’s a summary of its key points:
e Attendance and punctuality
o participating regularly in class discussions and activities
o arriving on time to class
e Preparation
o demonstrating familiarity with and critical understanding of assigned material
o making concrete references to material and using relevant, specific examples
from material in assigned readings
e Quality of contributions
o asking questions that clarify content or encourage further discussion
o making comments that are insightful, original, and analytical
o making connections between course materials from different weeks
e Collegial engagement
o making regular contributions to class discussions and activities




o actively listening to and engaging respectfully and supportively with other
students’ contributions

o incorporating the ideas of others into your contributions and building
constructively upon them.

At the end of the semester, you will assess your own participation in this course, using a form |
will provide. This will allow you to tell me about aspects of your participation that might not be as
easy for me to see, and to reflect on the grade that you believe your participation in this course
merits. | will take these self-assessments into account when determining your final grade for
participation.

Course evaluation: assignments

In this course, you will produce a research essay in three stages on some aspect of Terry Fox’s life
and/or legacy. Detailed guides for each part of this assignment will be available in the
Assignments section of the course website. In brief, however:

e You'll first make a provisional declaration of the topic you plan to research for your final
essay and provide an annotated bibliography of at least six items that you envision using
and citing in that essay. At least two of these items should be primary sources. You
should cite each source as though it were the entry in a bibliography formatted according
to the Chicago Manual of Style. For each source, you will also write a paragraph-long
annotation, indicating the source’s main ideas or arguments and reflecting on how this
might help you explore your chosen topic. Your declaration of topic/annotated
bibliography will be due on Tuesday, June 11th at 11:59 pm.

e Next, after you have conducted some further research and done some more reading, you
will submit a preliminary thesis statement for and outline of your paper. This will be due
on Tuesday, July 9th at 11:59 pm.

e A week before your full essay is due, you will present some of your findings to the class.
Your presentation should be about 5 minutes long and will take place on Tuesday, July
30th at our last meeting. Please let me know as soon as possible if you know you will not
be able to attend this meeting, so that we can make alternate arrangements for your
presentation.

e Finally, you will submit a full research essay. This should be about 2000-2500 words long,
not including your notes or bibliography. It will be due after classes end, on Tuesday,
August 6th at 11:59 pm.

Policies reqarding written assignments

Please save your assignments as .docx or .pdf files and submit them through the relevant
assignment page on Canvas. Please ensure that your name, the date, and some kind of
descriptive title is included on the assignment’s first page. A separate title page is not necessary,
although you may include one if you wish. Please also number the pages of assignments. |
reserve the right to ask you to revise and resubmit an assignment if any of these elements are
missing from your initial submission.




There are no late penalties in this course. My goal is to ensure that you have the time and space
you need to successfully complete the requirements of this course amidst the demands of other
courses, jobs, personal obligations, and whatever surprises life may bring. It’s no problem if you
need to hand in assignments a bit late, but please let me know as soon as you can that you are
planning to do so. This helps me schedule and better manage my work for this course.

Academic honesty

If you already knew everything there was to know about historical research generally, and Terry
Fox in particular, there would be no need for you to take this course! You will encounter new
information about and interpretations of Fox and late twentieth-century Canadian history in
sources assigned throughout the semester, and you will be asked to use and build on this
material in course assessments.

When you incorporate information from sources or the ideas, words, or phrases of other people
into your own written work, you need to acknowledge from where you have taken this material.
Failing to do so constitutes plagiarism, which SFU defines as “presenting the work of another
person as your own.” Plagiarism is one form of academic dishonesty. At SFU, it can have
repercussions ranging from a grade of zero on an assignment or in a course to suspension or
expulsion from the university.

To avoid plagiarism, you must cite material correctly and regularly in your written work. Most of
the assignments for this course require Chicago-style citation, which involves the use of
footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography. If you quote directly from a source, you need to
enclose that material in quotation marks and provide a citation that includes the page number(s)
where it can be found in the relevant source. If you re-state a source’s information or ideas in
your own words (a practice known as paraphrasing), you do not need to use quotation marks,
but you should still cite the source as the origin of that material.

If you have any questions or concerns about how to cite material properly as you work on an
assignment, please contact me before you submit it. The SFU Library guide to avoiding
plagiarism is also extremely helpful.

The most common kind of plagiarism | see as an instructor is unintentional. It takes the form of a
practice called patchwriting. This is where a student has attempted to paraphrase someone else’s
words, but winds up producing a sentence that follows the sentence structure and language of
the original material too closely. This webpage offers a good summary of patchwriting, with some
examples.

Other forms of academic dishonesty include resubmitting work that you have already submitted
for credit in another course and obtaining content for your written work from an online writing
service or from a writing tutor.

The use of generative Al models such as ChatGPT is not permitted in this course. If | believe that
you may have used ChatGPT to help produce an assignment, | may ask you to provide evidence of
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original and independent thinking. These can include notes on readings, essay outlines, or other
such materials that you may have created in the early stages of writing an assignment. Please
save copies of all such materials until the end of the semester.

It is your responsibility to ensure that you understand exactly what constitutes academic
dishonesty at SFU. Here are some resources you might find helpful in doing so:
e Using Generative Al as a Student and, more generally, the Academic Integrity pages on
the Student Services website;
e the Student Academic Integrity Policy (SAIP) in the Policy Gazette;
e Forms of Academic Dishonesty and Misconduct (schedule A of the SAIP);
e Student Academic Integrity Procedure in potential cases of dishonesty/misconduct.

If you would like guidance in developing and improving your academic writing skills, the Student
Learning Commons offers various kinds of support, outlined here. SFU also offers services for
students who speak English as an additional language, including assistance with academic
writing.

Instructional support
| am here to help you succeed in this course. Please don't hesitate to get in touch with me and
ask for assistance or advice if you feel you need it.

If you have one or more disabilities that require formal academic accommodations, please
ensure that you are registered with the Centre for Accessible Learning. Whether or not you are
registered with CAL, please don't hesitate to get in touch if you have any difficulties accessing or
otherwise engaging with any part of this course.

Course schedule at a glance

Below you will find a week-by-week schedule of course topics and readings. Some weeks, | may
also ask you to complete a task-based activity before or during our meeting, e.g., going through a
module or filling out a self-reflection regarding some aspect of historical research. These tasks
will not be graded, but their completion and submission will count toward your participation
grade of 20%. | will provide further details in connection with each discrete task.

Week 1 (May 7)
Meeting cancelled; Dr Adcock was il

Week 2 (May 14)
History, and why and how we write it: an introductory conversation

Week 3 (May 21)
= Terry Fox (TF): Who was Terry Fox?
= Historical research (HR): Finding and assessing sources
= TASKS:
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o Read: Tabitha de Bruin, “Terry Fox,” The Canadian Encyclopedia, May 26, 2008
o Complete: Library Research Skills Tutorial and associated worksheet

Week 4 (May 28)
= TF: Fame/celebrity
= HR: Working with primary sources
= TASKS:
o Read: Julie Rak, “Canadian Idols? CBC’s The Greatest Canadian as Celebrity
History,” in Zoe Druick and Asia Kotsopoulos, eds., Programming Reality (2008)
(18 pgs]
o Watch: Sook-Yin Lee, host, “Terry Fox: The Greatest Canadian,” episode of The
Greatest Canadian (CBC, 2004) [41:32]
o Watch: “Terry Fox,” Real People (NBC, 1980) [6:44]

Week 5 (June 4)

= TF: Heroism/nationalism

= HR: Working with secondary sources

= TASKS:

o Read: Jenny Ellison, “A ‘Unifying Influence on Our Nation’: Making and Remaking

the Meaning of Terry Fox,” Journal of Canadian Studies (2015) [21 pgs]
Read: Parks Canada, “Terry Fox: National Historic Person” (2008)
Watch: Historica Canada, “Heritage Minutes: Terry Fox” (2015) [1:30]
Woatch: Canada Post, “Canada 150—Marathon of Hope,” May 25, 2017 [5:30]
Complete: Plagiarism Tutorial and associated worksheet

O O O O

Week 6 (June 11)
= TF: Commemoration
= HR: Acknowledging sources and taking notes
= DUE: Declaration of topic and short annotated bibliography
o Read: Derek S. Foster, “Commemoration, Veneration, and Inspiration:
Constituting the Terry Fox Public,” Journal of Canadian Studies (2019) [27 pgs]
o Read: Efrat El-Hanany, “Terry Fox Memorial,” in Alena Buis et al.,
CanadARThistories (2011) [14 pgs]
o Watch: “Terry Fox and the Marathon of Hope 40 vears later,” The National (CBC),
September 27, 2020 [7:30].

Week 7 (June 18)
= TF: Disability
= HR: Research guestions and thesis statements
= TASKS:
o Read: Sally Chivers, “Ordinary People: Reading the TransCanadian Terry Fox,”
Canadian Literature (2009) [15 pgs]
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o Read: Tabitha de Bruin, Hubert de Bruin, and Guy Martel, “Terry Fox and the
Development of Running Prostheses,” The Canadian Encyclopedia (2015)

Week 8 (June 25)
= TF: Cancer/activism
= HR: Planning and outlining
= TASKS:
o Read: Susan P.C. Cole, “The Legacy of Terry Fox,” Queen’s Quarterly (1990) [24
pgs]
o Read: Deborah Harrison, “The Terry Fox Story and the Popular Media: A Case
Study in Ideology and lliness,” Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology
(1985) [20 pgs]
o Optional read: The Terry Fox Foundation, “Language Arts and Health Education:
Talking to Students About Cancer” (2021) [6 pgs]

Week 9 (July 2)
= TF: Masculinity
= HR: What kind of a writer are you?
= TASKS:
o Read: Julie Perrone, “Constructing Canadianness: Terry Fox and the Masculine
Ideal in Canada,” in Robert Rutherdale and Peter Gossage, eds., Making Men,
Making History (2018) [18 pgs]

Week 10 (July 9)
= TF: Sport
= HR: Argumentation and synthesis
= DUE: Draft thesis statement and outline
= TASKS:
o Read: Brian Gibson, “Marathon of Hurt: The True Meaning of Terry Fox’s Run,”
Queen’s Quarterly (2012) [11 pgs]
o Read: The Terry Fox Foundation, Terry Fox School Run: A Fun Leadership Guide for
High School Students (2024) [14 pgs]

Week 11 (July 16)
= TF: Indigeneity
= HR: Getting your essay to the finish line!
= TASKS:
o Read: Gabrielle Legault, “Making Métis Places in British Columbia: The Edge of the
Métis Nation Homeland,” BC Studies (2021) [18 pgs]
o Read: lan Bailey, “A marathon of genealogy,” The Globe and Mail, January 5, 2018
o Watch: Métis Nation British Columbia, “Terry Fox Metis Family History,” July 31,
2017 [4:02]
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Week 12 (July 23)
Meeting cancelled; Dr Adcock will be away

Week 13 (July 30) and after
= DUE: Presentation of findings (Tuesday, July 30th in class)
= DUE: Final research essay (Tuesday, August 6th @ 11:59 pm)




